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Introduction to the Course

Having received many emails from other VSO volunteers in China asking for details of the Primary Teacher Training we carried out as part of the Teacher Development Project in Qingyang, we have decided, in agreement with the Beijing Office, to put all the materials together in two booklets. These will be made available to VSO volunteers in China and to our newly formed team of Chinese Teacher Trainers.

The trainers’ book contains an overview of each session of the course and copies of resources which are not in the course handbook. These resources include additional handouts, master copies of games (which need to be copied onto card and cut up) and group tasks. The participant’s handbook is a copy of the actual booklet which was used on the Primary Teacher Training Course.
Note: the “Ideas for teaching with phonemic symbols” session (see example timetable, morning of day 2), is covered by a separate booklet.

In addition, the CD-ROM of Qingyang training materials contains a folder of English language games (crosswords, word searches, and computer activities) that can be photocopied to use as fillers and warmers. 
Because the participants on these courses were teachers of English, many of the materials used were language-orientated. However, we feel that they could easily be adapted for any other curriculum area and hope that, in the near future, we will be moving on to other subjects here in Qingyang. 
Tina Warren

Kester Newill

Jan 2008
Example Timetable

	Day
	Session 1  9.00- 12.00
	Lunch
	Session 2     14.30 – 17.30

	1
	Opening ceremony

Introduction to the New 

Curriculum for English

Teaching languages to

primary students in 

England (short film)


	
	Ideas for introducing the vocabulary for a new topic

	2
	Ideas for teaching phonemic symbols


	
	Organising pair work and group work

Practical ways to teach large mixed ability classes

Living Positive (film)

AIDS and HIV awareness session



	3
	Group Task 

Planning part of a lesson for students of different abilities

Teaching your group’s

lesson


	
	Asking questions and correcting 

mistakes 

Review of what we have learnt 

Follow-up work to take back to 

school

Closing ceremony




Aims and Objectives of the New Curriculum
Introduction

The aims of this session are to raise the teachers awareness of the reasons behind the New Curriculum; what the New Curriculum stands for; and what this means, in practice, for primary English teachers.
Activity 1: True / False / Not sure (group discussion and sorting activity)

Organize trainees into groups of 6, and tell them they are going to be given a set of statements about the New Curriculum (新课程), and learning English. They need to divide the statements into three piles: ‘true’, ‘false’, and ‘not sure’.

Answers:

	Statement
	Answer

	1) English has become one of the most important international languages
	True. The New Curriculum is a response to the growing importance of English in the information age and global economy.

	2) English education in China needs to modernize, because students have problems using English in the real world
	True. At the moment, China is educating students who can read well, but cannot communicate effectively in face-to-face situations.

	3) It is important for teachers to spend most of the lesson explaining grammar and drilling vocabulary pronunciation
	False. The New Curriculum promotes task-based learning, which gives students a chance to use English as often as possible.

	4) Students should memorize all the grammar rules
	False. Language learners are more likely to internalize grammar, if they are given the chance to use the language in real-life situations.

	5) It is more effective to learn languages by doing communicative activities
	True. We learn languages in order to communicate. So, it makes sense that students practice communicating with each other. 

	6) Students only learn English by listening to the teacher
	False. Sometimes it is important for the teacher to give the whole class some useful information. But, usually it is best if students do more talking than the teacher (in English, hopefully!)

	7) Teachers should teach everything that is in the textbook
	False. The New Curriculum gives teachers the freedom to be flexible, and “put students at the center of the curriculum.” Teachers might have to adapt the textbook to make learning more interesting and relevant to their students’ lives

	8) Newspapers, magazines and the Internet are not very important educational tools
	False. The New Curriculum advises teachers to make active use of audio-visual material, print media, and the Internet.

	9) Teachers can further students personal development by giving them opportunities to help each other
	True. The New Curriculum emphasizes the development of students’ cooperative skills, moral integrity, and learner-autonomy 

	10) Successful students do not need to be imaginative or creative
	False. The New Curriculum is designed to encourage students to be imaginative and creative. These skills are especially useful in learning foreign languages.


Activity 2: Pictures of change (group discussion and matching activity, adapted from VSO INSETT course) 

a) Explain the aim. The New Curriculum changes the way teachers teach and students learn. What are these changes?

b) Participants look at pictures. The first picture of each pair represents something about traditional teaching and learning in China; the second picture represents how the New Curriculum changes this. 

c) Participants work in their groups. They discuss (in Chinese or English) possible interpretations of the pictures.

d) Feed in the word-sets, and have the groups match the words to the pictures.

Possible answers (NB these can be flexible, depending on trainee explanations):
1a. The teacher is the most important person, in the centre (teacher-centred learning)
1b. The students are the most important people, in the centre (student-centred learning)
2a. Students learn about something by reading (book knowledge, rote memorization)

2b. Students learn to do something by doing it (communicative approach, task-based learning, practical learning, learning through experience)

3a. Students always learn individually

3b. Students sometimes learn together (cooperative learning, group work, pair work)

4a. Students always depend on the teacher – the wall cannot grow without the builder.

4b. Students begin to take responsibility for their own learning – the plant grows by itself after the gardener has created the right environment (independent learning)

Activity 3: Primary English level descriptors (group matching tasks, and individual textbook assessment)
a) Hand out sets of mixed-up ‘overall descriptors’. Groups must match the English and Chinese versions.

b) Explain that these descriptors should now be separated into two sets: Level 1 (grades 3 & 4) and Level 2 (grades 5 & 6).
c) Check answers by reading handout “Descriptors” (p3)

d) Textbooks task. Using own textbooks, trainees read through a couple of units, ticking the descriptors on the handout when they see a relevant activity. Make the point that teachers may have to take the initiative to adapt their materials in order to cover these objectives.
Activity 1: True, false, not sure
Cut up and have groups match the statements to the three headings
	TRUE
	FALSE
	NOT SURE

	English has become one of the most important international languages


	English education in China needs to modernize, because students have problems using English in the real world

	It is important for teachers to spend most of the lesson explaining grammar and drilling vocabulary pronunciation
	Students should memorize all the grammar rules



	It is more effective to learn languages by doing communicative activities
	Students only learn English by listening to the teacher



	Teachers should teach everything that is in the textbook


	Newspapers, magazines and the Internet are not very important educational tools

	Teachers can further students personal development by giving them opportunities to help each other
	Successful students do not need to be imaginative or creative


Activity 2: Pictures of Change (adapted from the VSO INSETT book)
1a and 1b:

[image: image1.emf]
2a and 2b:


[image: image2.emf]
3a and 3b:


[image: image3.emf]
4a and 4b:


[image: image4.emf]
Key words (cut up)
	Teacher-centered learning
以教师为中心的教学
	Student-centered learning
以学生为中心的教学

	Book knowledge
书本知识
	Rote memorization
死记硬背

	Communicative approach
交际性的 / 交流性的方法
	Task-based learning
以任务为基础的教学 / 以活动为基础的教学

	Practical learning
通过实践学习
	Learning through experience通过经验学习

	Lecturing 

讲座
	Direct knowledge instruction
被动接受知识

	Passive learning
被动学习
	Investigative learning
通过调查研究学习

	Cooperative learning
协作/合作学习
	Group work
小组活动

	Pair work
伙伴练习
	Independent learning
独立学习


Activity 3: Primary English Descriptors (cut up)
	Play games, do actions and activities (e.g. colouring, joining lines) according to simple instructions from the teacher


	能根据教师的简单指令做游戏、做动作、做事情（如涂颜色、连线）
	Perform simple role plays


	能做简单的角色扮演。

	Sing simple English songs


	能唱简单的英文歌曲。
	Say simple rhymes and chants


	能说简单的英语歌谣。

	Understand simple stories with the aid of pictures


	能在图片的帮助下听懂和读懂简单的小故事。
	Communicate simple personal information


	能交流简单的个人信息。

	Express simple feelings and attitudes


	能表达简单的情感和感觉。
	Write letters and words


	能书写字母和单词。

	Take interest in foreign cultural customs met while learning English.


	对英语学习中接触的外国文化习俗感兴趣。
	Use simple English greetings and exchange personal information, and information about family and friends


	能用简单的英语互致问候、交换有关个人、家庭和朋友的简单信息

	Perform dialogues, songs, rhymes and chants about content they have studied
	能根据所学内容表演小对话或歌谣。
	Understand and narrate simple stories with the aid of pictures or prompts
	能在图片的帮助下听懂、读懂并讲述简单的故事。

	Write simple sentences with the aid of pictures or prompts


	能根据图片或提示写简单的句子
	Participate and cooperate actively and happily


	在学习中乐于参与、积极合作

	Take the initiative to ask for help


	主动请教。
	Enjoy learning about other countries’ cultures and customs.
	乐于了解异国文化、习俗。


Mind Your Languages – Teaching Languages in Primary Schools in England

Introduction

This session lets the teachers visualize the New Curriculum teaching methods, by watching a short film about teaching languages in a UK primary school.

a) Show the film (“Mind Your Languages”), and facilitate discussion using the questions on p4 of the handbook.
b) Follow-up: have the teachers read the article on pp5-7 of the handbook.
Ideas for Teaching Vocabulary
This session is used to demonstrate some of the ideas listed in the handbook. Additional resources such as crosswords, wordsearches and puzzles can also made available.  These demonstrations can be given by the VSO volunteers or by the Chinese teacher trainers. A brief outline of some of the demonstrations given follows:

Topic: Colour

Coloured card and flashcards were used to introduce/revise the colours.

A game – stand up if you are wearing yellow. Stand up if you are wearing blue etc

Introducing the colours of the rainbow- volunteers at front holding the coloured cards in order ready for the “Rainbow Song” 

Topic: The Body

Using body to demonstrate “this is my nose” etc

A game – “touch your nose” touch your eyes”

Match the words on the flashcards to the parts of the body on the board or poster

Action song “Head. shoulders, knees and toes”

Topic: Number

Flashcards with numbers + words

Various games using fingers, dice

Questions eg How many doors in the room?

Telephone number game – saying it in English as fast as possible

Song “Ten little Indian Boys”

Topic: Animals

Flashcards of animals – picture on one side, word on the other

Game - acting out the animal – noises or actions. Others guess

Song with actions” We are going to the zoo”

Different zoo song available on computer.

Topic: Fruit and Vegetables

Using real objects – What’s this? - It’s a banana 

Questions in pairs or groups


“Do you like apples ? “Do you like apples or pears?

Role play – selling the fruit and vegetables.

Chant to help remember the words

Topic: Clothes

Using real objects.  Practising the names of the clothes

Game – hang the clothes on the line. Choose from a pile in the “washing basket”

Fashion Show – students wearing the clothes with labels to say what each one is.
Basic Steps for Pair Work / Organising Pair and Group Work
Introduction

This session gives the teachers a chance to participate (as ‘students’) in group and pair work activities, before reflecting on the advantages and challenges of these methods. Some of these materials are based on the VSO INSETT course.
Activity 1: Warm-up (group dictation activity) 

a) Stick up short text (Tom is eleven…)

b) Group members take turns to come up to the front, read a line, memorize it, then return to his/her group. They should dictate the line to the group, who must write the line down.

c) Another member goes up to memorize another line. Returns to the group and dictates.

d) Repeat as necessary, until the group has written down the whole passage.

e) At the end, hand out one copy of text to the group, to check their answers

f) Groups then complete the Right or Wrong activity.

Activity 2: Pairs activity (short dialogues as a way to personalize the previous activity, and give free practice) 

a) Trainer models the following dialogue with another trainer:

A: What do you like doing in your free time?

B: I like __________ and _____________ . What about you?

A: I like ___________ and _____________ . 
b) Put dialogue onto board.

c) Arrange the class into pairs, and ask them to practice the dialogue with information that is true about themselves.

d) Monitor the pairs during the activity, offering encouragement, but little correction.

Activity 3: Reflections on the previous group and pair work activities (groups discussion)
a) Groups are allocated either ‘pair work’ or ‘group work’, and given a piece of poster paper.

b) Write a title, and the following headings: Advantages – Challenges – Solutions

c) Brainstorm group ideas under each heading

d) Swap posters with a group who tackled the other topic; read and discuss.

e) Trainers could go around and feed in some additional answers, if required (see below)
f) Read “Organizing Pair and Group Work” on pp 11-12 of the handbook
Possible answers:

	
	Advantages
	Challenges
	Solutions

	Pair work
	- All students get a chance to practise.

- Wide range of pair work activities.

- Lively and fun.

-Encourages co-operation.

- Shy students benefit.

- More chance for communicative work.

- Saves time.

- Pairs can work at their own ability level.

- Strong students can help weak students.
	- Students may revert to mother tongue.

- Students may not do the task.

- Students may become noisy. 

- Students may behave badly.
	- Walk round the class to check pairs are working, listen to students and help if there are problems.
- Give clear instructions so everyone understands.

- Remember the idea of “good noise”!

- Be conscious of the classroom atmosphere. Deal with behaviour problems as they happen.

- If the class gets too noisy or lively, change the activity and ask students to do some quiet individual study.

	Group work
	- Same as pair work.

- Can be more dynamic than pair work.

- Promotes self-reliance and independence. 


	- Same as pair work.

- Some students might dominate, some students might not take part.

- Difficult to organise groups.

- Not enough classroom space.
	- Same as pair work.

- Think carefully about the arrangements of the groups.

- Plan/prepare the activity well before the class.




Adapted from VSO INSETT course, Ch.9

Activity 4: Pair work – Problems & Advice (groups matching task to consolidate previous activity)
a) Have each group match up a set of problems and advice for dealing with pair work.
b) As a follow-up, ask the groups to come up with more advice.
c) Read “Basic Steps for Pair Work” on p 11 of the handbook
Answers:

	Problem
	Advice (suggestions)

	“I don’t have enough time for all my students to practise speaking individually!”
	Use more pair work to save time in class and give all students a chance to speak.

	“It’s impossible for students to learn English well in a large class!” 
	It is possible if you use pair work activities. Most classes around the world are large – what is most important is good quality teaching.

	“Pair work takes up too much time in class!”
	Once your students get used to doing pair work it will take less time.

	“If I do pair work there will be too much noise!”
	This is not necessarily a bad thing! “Productive noise” is inevitable. Maybe you could explain what is happening to your colleagues in other classrooms.

	“My students won’t talk!”
	Did you give clear instructions? Make sure they all understand. Maybe they aren’t used to doing pair work – they will get used to it. Maybe they don’t feel confident – give them lots of encouragement.

	“What should I do when the students are working in pairs?”
	Go and monitor the class. Make sure everyone is working. Help if students have problems. Listen to and praise students. Make a note of any common mistakes, which you can correct later.


VSO INSETT, Ch.9

Activity 5: Textbook task (solo ( groups)
a) Trainees take a unit of the textbook, and identify possible group or pair work activities (solo)

b) Work in pairs to discuss the reasons for your choice, and how you might go about introducing and organizing the activity.

Activity 1: Warm up

	Tom is eleven. He likes doing sports in his free time. On Sunday morning, he runs in the park. On Friday afternoon he goes swimming. Sometimes he goes bike riding, and he is also a player in the school basketball team. He thinks it is fun to do sports, and it is also good for his health. He doesn’t go to the computer club. He doesn’t think it is a good hobby to play computer games.




Tick right or wrong:

	Tom’s hobbies are…
	Right
	Wrong

	Collecting stamps
	
	

	Playing computer games
	
	

	Going swimming
	
	

	Playing basketball
	
	

	Running
	
	

	Going bike riding
	
	

	Drawing
	
	

	Going shopping
	
	

	Listening to music
	
	


Taken from Primary School English, Student’s Book 6, 

供小学五年级第二学期使用：陕西旅游出版社

Activity 4: Pair work – Problems and Advice
Cut up and have groups discuss and match

	PROBLEM


	ADVICE

	“I don’t have enough time for all my students to practise speaking individually!”


	Use more pair work to save time in class and give all students a chance to speak.

	“It’s impossible for students to learn English well in a large class!” 
	It is possible if you use pair work activities. Most classes around the world are large – what is most important is good quality teaching.



	“Pair work takes up too much time in class!”
	Once your students get used to doing pair work it will take less time.



	“If I do pair work there will be too much noise!”
	This is not necessarily a bad thing! “Productive noise” is inevitable. Maybe you could explain what is happening to your colleagues in other classrooms.



	“My students won’t talk!”
	Did you give clear instructions? Make sure they all understand. Maybe they aren’t used to doing pair work – they will get used to it. Maybe they don’t feel confident – give them lots of encouragement.



	“What should I do when the students are working in pairs?”
	Go and monitor the class. Make sure everyone is working. Help if students have problems. Listen to and praise students. Make a note of any common mistakes, which you can correct later.




Working with Mixed-Ability Classes
This session is a demonstration of different techniques for teaching mixed-ability classes where the participants became the students. This should be followed by a discussion and a recap of the ideas used and the practicality of using them. The ideas below describe some of the demonstrations carried out on the Qingyang Primary Training.

Different group tasks

Participants were split into groups and given different graded tasks to do based on the same dictation animals in cages in the zoo. Another idea used was different houses in a street with occupants doing different jobs.The techniques of “at least “and “as many as you can” were demonstrated within this task.

Help for students who want it

Some students were asked to stick words on objects around the classroom. This allowed weaker students to participate and the words helped them to complete the next exercise which was mixed- up words (anagrams), some of which were displayed around the room and others which were not.

Help for some students but not for others

This was a picture dictation. The class was divided and some students were given visual clues and help while others were not. 

Open-ended task

Each group was giving a story told in pictures and asked to write the story. Each group could work at their own level with the stronger students helping the weaker ones.

The techniques demonstrated show that there are ways to help students of different abilities without involving the teacher in too much additional preparation eg by using the same source material and different tasks.

Asking Questions and Correcting Mistakes

These sessions can be very short and are basically used to raise awareness and promote discussion.

Asking questions began with a demonstration of different types of questions and different ways of asking questions as described in the handbook. Discussion followed about the advantages and disadvantages of each

Correcting mistakes was demonstrated by role play between two of the trainers showing an insensitive way to correct mistakes and a sensitive way to correct oral mistakes. 

This was followed by an exercise looking at a piece of written work and deciding which mistakes to correct and how.
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