


References that may be useful for Action Research     (from Vadna 3.4.08)

Here is some additional information about Action Research which may be useful to you in this waiting period.

We hope that after our visit to the Guyuan Teachers’ College in Ningxia, many teachers will be able to commence their Action Research Projects soon after our return.
For high quality examples of Case Studies and Action Research Reports take a trip to the website as follows:

http://www.bath.ac.uk/~edsajw/moira.shtml
Within this website, you will see how colleagues have already created their own living educational theories.

Other websites are as follows:

http://ema.sagepublications.com
www.belmas.org.uk
The important thing to remember is that you should not try to copy the style /content/ structure of other people’s reports or case studies.

When you have commenced your Action Research Project, you should present your research in the way that suits you. It is your Project, hence the situation, circumstances and problem area/s will be unique and different from another person.
Reading Reports or Case Studies from other Action Researchers will help you to understand that Action Research Projects do not always run smoothly.  It doesn’t because people are people and situations are unique.. Thus ultimately, for your own Action Research, you will come to your own conclusions.

Please remember:  One of the chief qualities you will need as an Action Researcher is Flexibility and the Ability to collaborate
A Guide to the Action Plan: the First Step in Action Research

1. What do I want to improve?
Choosing a Concern. Many teachers have already written about their concerns and I have offered some explanations based on well founded theories which underpin the practice. I will complete my comments to the responses that I have received over the weekend. (If other teachers would like to write about their concerns and pass these to me, I would be delighted to receive them and offer my comments at the earliest possible opportunity).
The main point here: What you want to improve, will drive all the research. Hence it is important 
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to choose carefully, just think of one small thing in your daily teaching with One Class that troubles you.

2.

What are the reasons for my concern?   Uncovering the Reasons for your Concern 
Some teachers have already written about their Personal and Professional Concerns about their Practice. This is always a difficult area and some teachers may try to avoid it. Many thanks to those teachers who have already written about their concerns.

Responding to this question is very important because the reasons constitute your Educational and Life Values. If we can uncover them and understand our values better, it is much easier to work more effectively.
3.

How can I improve it?         How can you start your actions?  

For those teachers who have already written about their concerns and I have responded. I would kindly request that you re-look at my comments. I have offered some theoretical constructs to underpin your particular problem area, from this could you kindly make a list of the possible action/s you may take to try to improve the situation.

This is also a time for you to talk to other colleagues also and add any helpful information. From the list of suggestions, arrange in order of priority. . which ones you might do first and which ones you might do later.. .and which activities will you only use if you have to. 

Doing this will help to clarify your thinking. ( Do remember, however, that your plans might change. This is normal and you shouldn’t worry about it.)

4.

Who can help me and how?  Collaboration with colleagues and students:
This fourth question on the Action Plan is designed for collaboration. No action enquiry can be done in isolation from its context and the people who make up your daily professional life.

Hence: who can help you and How? The Key Word is How they can help you. 

Talk your ideas through with a colleague OR Learning Partner; in addition, talk to your students if you feel it is appropriate about what you are trying to do for them.  Experience shows us that such discussions with students really help the learning atmosphere, because the students realize how much you care about their learning.

4. How will I know it has improved?  The Standards of Judgement for your Research.

This is a form of Prior Evaluation, to set yourself and the work, standards that you want to meet in your Research  with your students. 

Really in this question, it is necessary to write in detail what Success in your Research would be like. Your students might be Key in this area; as they may be able to give you their views. They will really know what success looks like for them and their ideas might spark off your ideas. It is a kind of partnership between teacher and students. . . . yet another kind of collaboration.
I hope this brief information will assist to clarify your thoughts and any doubts you may have                                                                        2
